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Deer Steve, 


Your welcome letter of the 22nd has just arrived, the books, my 
wife will check that out. It seems right, for now that you remind me, x do 
seem to recall your reporting not having received 0 shipment. That was probably 
the one we didn’t insure*. She is in a condition such ss you describe, sc that 
may be 3 few days. 

In order to speed up your getting on s Rose memo, x have written 
tt oui s , with a copy for him to initial and send to you. If he is out oj. the 
office, or if you sneak to him before you hear from him, by all means ask him, 
for it is xurejsjt ft. it' that this bs done ss soon as possible. 

In understand, appreciate end approve your reluctance to violate what 
von regard as a confidence. However, it does indicate a few things I do no? 
find encouraging, an abdication, an uncriticalness and a failure to do your 
own thinking. These I will address, not for the purpose of criticism, but so 
that you can do your own thinking and see if you cun reach your own conclusion^. 

For a year now, it has been clear that, rignt or wrong, im has 
c la lire a ownership, so to speak, of sll esssssinetion inquiry, including the 
unquestioned right to use the property of others es though it were his own. 

The question you should ask, as by now you should have asked, suppose he^is 
wrong? that then? What happens to the rest: o f us, sincere people with sin- 
cere interests and principles not In any way inferior to his» What happens 
to what he seeks? How, under such circumstances, can we help him best, if not 
ourselves? last is or would be the proper course? 

Aside from the possibility of ®radley, whst is inherent in youx 
Tatter as it is in my belief is tbs acknowledgement that sll the California 
work has at best been a waste of time. At worst it is the ruin of the case, 

•for while he was exhausting himself where he has no jurisdiction, wher*-.- ne 
using hi s official capacity to pursue investigations he could not tsice to 
-••court, no matter how commendable this might be, he was doing absolutely nothing 
-here he had jurisdiction, nothing on the Shaw case, nothing on the other 
possible cases. As a consequence, all is now in jeopardy. More, much really 
good material is now worthless. And the credibility-level 01 everyone nas been 
very much lowered. How on Bradley, where I also believe he was wrong and thiiu, 

I know win 7 and how, ask yourself this: is it proper to make charges in advance 
of investigation? Or should the investigation f*rst ce complied* 

The why end how will, have to wait until we meet again. I do ask you 
, . n i -Aeim +^e opinions 1 gave you when I was there. Perhaps you pai^ so 

»-n. ** ---- - ™ 

ZZ /is enihss *,n - 
out one. If not, whet may be the consequence! s, . 

,T ay I su guest to you that my opinion has now been s*±± established 
„ Onct to several cornu etent if not scientific observers, including some 01 
Pie? Then I further suggest that this was accomplished by ethers wno 

,I,h this !»*»««. a «» .<»». .* «ru« ««.«««««, 

people to you. OP pot they here ihoepohdeut, ... e.ueP or n t ■ J 

ho 0 high .active, la really not material. ..^taey Tg “ r Jou . 
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they may yet do. These things alone this additional 

was enough for me to keep busy with 


l he re 


1 did it not for pleasure of reward. 
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Last * ebruary — had suspicions of Rose. I asked s simple thing of you 
people, getting ne a picture so I could check him out. ■'*ou not only felted to 
do it, you not only fax let him know, you never o&ee told me you had no inten- 
tion of doing it. J -his is end was your right, for- neither one of us owns any 
others. However, when those who have cooperated with each other ask such things, 
he presumes a reasonable request will be honored or he’ll be told, and this, I 
think, is a reasonable presumption. Heed I remind you of all the things I sent 
you, not even awaiting your request? Now what possible reason could ■? have had 
for wanting this simple thing that mitigated against its being done? -Again, 
there could not have been a personal thing here. I could have been wrong, but 
on what basis could this te assumed? Or assumed in silence? I was left to sit 
and stew, to waste much time inwriting arc phoning. Ho one -ever said ij would 
not be done. I'M a, I submit, is no way to do things. 


So, we have Rose, and all of you trust him, and your own judgements 
you neither question nor permit to be questioned. 

How tell me what you heve from Rose and those associated with him 
that in sny way helpjjrGar risen or in any way advance what we all seek? I tell 
you to look back over what became up with and ask yourself what would have 
happened if Jim ted used any of it in public? Who would have survived it? 


How go further and ask you self the total cost, in time end money, of 
the combination of Rose and Boxley and Turner, on the basis of what you already 
know, not what is known but may not be to you. Of course, Hepburn is pert of 
this. Does the sum total add a single word, even a gssp, that can be used in 
the pivotal thing, ^im’ s great end primary responsibility, the Shaw case? 

Hot even a comma. 


Perhaps a Period. Perhaps even en excslamation point. 


At this point it behooves you to ask yourself what might have been 
done with that time and money, especially in ^ew Orleans. At some point you 
will know what was real and ignored down there, of the countless viable and auk 
authenticated leads end well-begun, in some cases, about completed investiga- 
tions ignored by Jim yet known to him. These are things he could have done some- 
thing about, not only didn’t; he wouldn’t help when he could have. They were 
less spectacular, not the kind of stuff that would make the national press to 
begin with. But they are real. °-e might have dope things that would have rendered 
it impossible for the federal government to continue to pretend the Barren 
^eport is viable, He refused. That was his right, hi s judgement should be his 
own l the great tragedy is thfrfc it hasn't teen). But, as you have heard me say 
before, the Warren Commission had no monopoly on error. 


Bo I have to begin to suggest to you the consequences of your 
(plural) dedication to ‘ a epbum when the slightest independent analysis would 
nave told you it could not be for real? Heed I recall to you anything more thm 
the fortune Jaffe pissed away on it? Need I remind you that when I go to 
Orleans to work, J im does not pay my fare, lodging, etc. There are a few minor 
expenses, like whan - give him microfilm for processing so he can have ito that 
I ask Touis to pay for, ^e is always very decent this way. Bo, J affe can get a 
grand vacation and perhaps moke 3 few filak, he might use for his own purposes 
at, the expense of the investigation, doing nothing that can in any way be used 
in court in ii ew Orleans even if he gets whet is true, while those who go 
d-vm there to work on v?hat is directly relevant have to do it at their own expense 
and as unwelcome poor relatives. 
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t cannot pretend dispassioij. about this, for A have mortgaged everything 
t own to do what I try, including what future I may have and ray wife’s with it. 
About such things I cannot he impersonal. Now I face the necessity for going 
heir a-rain, without income, probably without ray expenses being paid, to help 
hem during the trial, to give, free (as I will), what it has cost me EO , nuGi 
o gather, while what could have financed this goth-, ring ma squandered oy 
those who should never have baenn trusted with the decision on spending a cent 
to begin with or with the judgement to conduct any investigation under any 
circumstances. 

Everyone will ssy nice things, but the fact will ce tha^owisro who 
-^vht h«v* dene thi« have not, that those who could afford it and didn't ao it 
have not helned with it and will not help with keeping me there. J- neve already 
agreed to go there before the trial. 1 have to abandon other work tnst x ; e^rd 
as important to do this, as I have had to in the pas-, but I have lio.le .ho.ee : 

I have agreed to stay there through the trial, to help prepare x or ,t, et.. Ear 
ing this same period 1 must in some way improvise a means of rs isin*, ^ 

due on my indebtedness. Sow I do not know, certainly n. , ~ ' 

busy enough and cannot possibly do all A must preparstory to going.I *11. con 
tinue to have no income. And I era now engaged in trying no arr «“f e mysexf a pad, 
for even that will not be done for me, it is not vue most congenial v-y t, >• » 


especially against the real odds, 
not you ere aware of them. 


slieve me, they s rs very re 


si, whether or 


or before you ge 


la you finish whet you are doing on Hepburn before 
in touch with him, pleases t least begin whe 


vou hear from Louis 
t you can record 

u nn + v 0 « e * ou at worst have lost s little time ii he- says no. one who 

toxr its, you should have on your own made detailed notes on these people, 
ll\ 0 t for the present or for history, for your own future as a writer. 


I do not believe Bexley was a CIA agent. I think it more lively he 


is sicr. i uo *• 1 v , s~ Hi, 4„ f jjo nrsss release. However , it 

he had other purposes in in.lud.ng .hi., in . - r 

n(aVe »nv difference who or what Boxley is or •• &a “ n -' .7, f 

Thev are all disesterous, without any e 


I do not believe im hos any 


«al reason to believe he was CIA. 1 think 
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The^ ore all disesterous, without any exception, 
• J .... — - --ntribution 


has°bled tba investigation, without any coni 


He, too, kept (Jim terrified end 


off the subject. Nor do I accuse Hose or 


ent s. 11 Turner'*' worked hand in glove with ^oxley, at best un 


Turner of being agents, turner .«■»« -- ;;^~^ ed ~ for . if be has corns up with 
critically when tne most critical ep : roach c ls everyom in Jim’s 

a single thing im can now u f e ’, g ’ too ' WBS rart of the terror and part of 

office who is in a position to no-,. He, of what could no t xxsxb 
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thexdis traction. u e was 
possibly be authenticated. 

T . _ r tho rue °t ion of sc-ncv has the meaning of that of the lairies 
,0 , i q the* record. If you do not know it, you snould 

and the needles, r -uicklv. mav already be toe late. The 

take steps to learn v£l0 " . p . have already wrecked 

record U thi,: “Vw i&I aesLt, W*™ -‘“rly 

everything » to fe«<. investigation. They hove 

clUo those responsible for it. - hove 
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Hepburn connection I will not put on paper a 


nd in the mails. 


mentxon others ports of your j-oUvsr. I ^ 
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part of it, without the credit line. i cu , d best assume tie possibility that 
Hepburn is the other side anyway, "ithoufc doubt, ho is not ours, 

J 'h8i's is sc much that esxinot be undone, not leave say within 
:ntrol. 


you 1 


There is supposed to be s new a rr a ngenicnt in i.hs cf-i-ice. ihe^ so 
many agreements and understandings, it may not exist in any real sense. Jim 
has* agreed to it. Ee is leaving the actual handling of the case to piece's, 
assisted by Sciambrs and i von. They are to restrict themselves 1C Kjp to the 
- 4 ew - v r3a ens stuff or what relates to it. Their immediete need is to prepare for 
**>«. trial. The most basic things hove not been done. Some of them A have been 


asked to do and will. Jim will devote himsell 


to 


such things ss getting 


re-elected, for his campaign is close now. The informality or t-ae post is^ «o oe 
nsst with no extraneous investigations outside their jurisdiction, oer.ain 
things were assumed of me end x have, afterward, agreed. I do not expect J ia to 
o»t or the ohone and swell this out to you. ' A his, however, is the essence, x 
suggest that when you speak to ^ouis you can learn for yourself whet he wil, be 
willing to say on the phone. Of course, if the esse loses,, lm will hove -h 
out, at least in his own mind, that others did it. 

That may very well be true, but in a different sense. 


I also sug 
own. position and that 
long 


iha t i f. i g not too soon to start considering you* 
LI of ts if the court decision is adverse, -or a 


P 'jtt-o pnn^idered that it mov be 

long time, ss pernaps you iiway u - 

decided on legal technicalities rather then fact, - have ceen quite exploit 

about one part of this, end here 1 refer QT,V orv! 


to 


If I do not give you a pretty picture I do, 1 rethink, give yru 
or accurate one. Taka o good’ look at it. It may already be too late to 
learn whet should have been so long ago, when no one would listen. 

Please remember, in these memoranda, whet mey^be of crucial 
tabrtence is whet mey seom to be of the sLighest, the simple,^ casus 
thing that is usually unnoticed. The «ecfl reax connection , or nepburn 

domes from whoa he saw when. No one paid any attention oo it. I checks 
, .. . . , .. . 1 1 n n 4 .„M<a}ioH p s-srfflr. to Jim’s 


L t is a connection with what has been estsblisned, even 


out. t is a c oanec tjiou wivu ««•-'** — n 

satisfection, os the other side. 1 dia not tell him. i • i- ° a - - ® rr*sL i r-htly 

So, when you make notes, include everyone anyone knows , ^no met, ®x ho, J-ig Jt 
everyone they to your knowledge saw. Although it can m«an _eSo o a 
please include who you saw where in Europe, with descriptions. 


turns out that you ;so y have ecae mho 
alone anyx more than I. I tains your motive 
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where it really counts, when later each of us ha. 
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